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Applicant's or agenis's file refErenee 
IAM/P/29S54.WO 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


IntsiTiational application No. 
PCT/GB2004/0049S7 


IjStemational Sing date fdic/fmontlifysar) 
25/11/2004 


Priority date (day/ntsmlh/ytltf) 

27/11/2003 


Applicant 

MADISON FILTER 9S1 LEVOTED et ai 


Title of th£ invention 

FILTER CLOTH RETENTION 



1 . Tlie applicant is hereby notified that the intcmationaJ application has been accorded the international applieation number and 
the international filing date indicated above. 



2. TTie applicant is further notified that the record (Mpyoftheimeroational application: ■* @ 0£2 2004 
was transmitted to the International Bureau on 



□ has not yet been ttaasmitted to the titsmational Bureau for the reason indicated below and a copy of this 
notification has been sent to the International Bureau*: , 

j I because itie necessary national securily clearance has not yet been obtained. 



* The International Bureau monitors the transmittal of tlie record copy by the receiving Office and will notify the applicant 
(with Form PCT/IB/30O of its receipt. Should the record copy not have been received by the expiration Of 14 months frtm 
the priority date, the IntematioMl Bureau will notify the apphcant (Rule 22. 1 (c)). 





Name and mailing address of the receiving Office 
The Patent Office 
Cardiff Rosd, Newport 
South Wales NPIO 8QQ 

Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 

Sam Smiih-Higgins 

Telephone No. 01633 S144U 



Fw-m PCT/RO/105 (.Tuly 1992) 
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□ste of mailing (day/month/year) 
24 January 2005 (24.01.2006) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
IA1V1/P/29554.WO 



Internationat application No. 
PCT/GB2004/004987 



International publication date (dsy/month/year) 

Not yet published 
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5th Floor, Blackfriars Hq^e,, 
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Internationa! filing dati (day/month/year) 
25 ISSovember 2004 (25,1 1.2004) 



Priority date (day/month/year) 

27 November 2003 (27.11.2003) 



Applicant 

MADISON FILTER 981 LIMITED et al 



1. 



By means of this Form, which replaces any previously issued notification concerning submission or transmittal of priority 
documents, the applicant is hereby notified erf the date of receipt by the International Bureau of ttie priority document(s) 
relating to all earlier applicationCs) whose priority Is claimed. Unless otherwise indicated by the letters "Nl^", in the 
right-hand column or by an asterisk appearing next to a date of receipt, ths priority document concerned was submitted or 
transmitted to the International Bureau in compliance with Rule 17.1 (a) or (b), 

(If applicable) The lettere "UW appearing in the right-hand column denote a priofity document which, on the riafs nf mailingi 
th'SLEogri. had not yet been received by the IntemaBonai Bureau under Rule 171(a) Or (b). Where, under Rule 17 1(a) the 
pnonty document must be submitted by the applicant to the receiving Office or the International Bureau, biit the applicant 
fails to submit the priority document whhin the applicable time limit underthat Rule, the attention of tfie applicant is directed 
to Rule 17.1 (c) which provides that no designated Office may disregard the priority claim concerned before giving the 
applicant an opportunity, upon entry Into the national phase, to furnish the priority document within a time limit which is 
reasonable under the circumstances. 

(If applicable) An asterisIcC) appearing ne>ct to a date of receipt. In the righ^h^nd column, denotes a priority document 
aubmiHBd ortransmrtted to the Internationa) Bureau but not in compliance wtth Rule 17.1(a) or (b) (the priority document 
was received after the time limit prescribed in Rule 17.1(a).orthe request to prepare and transmit the priority document was 
submitted to the receiving Office after the applicable time limit under Rule 17.1 (b)). Even though the priority documentwas 
not furnrshed m compliance with Rule 17.1 (a) or (b),the Intematlonal Bureau will nevertheless transmita copy of the 
document to the designated Offices, for their consideration. In case such a copy is not accepted by the designated Office 
as priority document. Rule 1 7.1 (c) provides that no designated Office may disregard the priority claim conoerred before 
giving the applicant an opportunity, upon entry into the national phase, to furnish the priorrty document within a time limit 
which IS reasonable under the ciroumstances. 
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C eUDtPmi rB.qional Office 
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of. priority document 
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Jhe International Bureau of WlPO 
34, chemin des ColombettBs 

1211 Geneva 20, Swhzeiland 



Facsimile No. (41-22)338.89.65 
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Lulu HENRIOD (Fax 338 8965) 
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Iniemaiiona] filing date (daWmonift/ysar) 

25 November 2004 '(25.1 1 .2004) 



Appljcanl 



Priority date (daf/mtmdi/ysar) 

27 November 2003 (27.1 1 .2003) 



MADISON FILTER 981 LIMITED et al 



The Intemaiional Bmaau iiaosmilS herewith the foUowhig documents: 



[✓1 <^°Py °f inlsmalional application as publishfid by the Inierualional Bureau On 16 June 2005 (16.06 2005) under 
' — ' No. WO 3003/0' i8l5 



copy of inieniational application as republished by ihe Iniemationa] Bureau on under 
No. WO 

For m ejtplanaiion as to ihe reason for ihis republication of the jnlemaiional application, reference is made to INID codes (15) (48) 
or (SS) {i2f tfie cflw TJiay fce) on the ftont page of the anached dOoumenL 



The Imemaiiooal Bureau of WIPO 
34, chsmin des Colombeites 
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Nora Lindner 
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From Ihe INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



FIRST NOTICE INFORMING THE APPLICANT OF 
THE COMMUNICATION OF WE INTERNATIONAL 
APPLICATION (TO DESIGNATH> OFFICES WHICH 

DO NOT APPLY THE 30 MONTH TIME LIMIT 
UNDER ARTICLE 22(1)) 

(PCTRule47.Uc)) 



Date of mailing (day/mmth/year) 
30 June 2005 (30.06.2005) 
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MIDDLEMIST, Ian, Alastair 




Wilson Gunn M'Caw 




5th Floor, Blackfriars House, 




The Parsonage 
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Manchester M3 2JA 
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Applicant's or agent's file refersncc 
IAM/P/29554.WO 



IMPORTANT NOTICE 



Iiiiieniational application No. 
PCT/GB2004/004987 



Inteniaiioiial filing dale (deiy/moMh/Saar) 
25 November 2004 {25.1 1 .2004} 



Priority dale (day/moMh/veiir) 
27 November 2003 (27.1 1 .2003) 



Applioam 



MADfSON FILTER 981 LIMITED et al 



1. ATTENTION; For any designated Offiee(s), for which ihe tme limit under Article 22(1), as in force from 1 April 2002 (30 months from 
the priority date), does apply, please see Foim PCT/IB/30S(Second and Supplsmeniary Notice) (lo be issued promplly aflisr the expiration 
of 2S months from the priotiiy date). 

3. Notice is hereby given that the following designated Office(s), for wjjicft the time limit under Article 22(1), as in force from 1 April 2002, 
does not apply, has/have requested fbai tlje coimnunicaiion of lbs inira-naiional application, as provided for in Article 20, be effected under 
Rule 93bis.l. The IntemaiioDa) Bureau has effeeied chat communicaiiOQ on the dale indicated below: 
16 Juno 2005 (16.06.20051 

CH 

bi accordaoce wjili Rule 47 .l(c-bis)(i), those Offices will accept the present notice as conclusive evidence that the conmmnicalion of the 
inieniatioiial application has duly taken place on the date of mailing indicated above &nd no copy of the inlemaiional application is required 
10 be fiunished by the applicant to the desigoaled OS!jce(s). 

3. The following dedgnaled Offices, for which the time limii under Article 22(1), as in force fiom 1 April 2002, does sot apply, have not 
requested, as at the time of mailing of liie present notice, thai the communicafiotl of the international application l)e effected under Rule 

LU, S£, TZ, UG, ZM 

In accordance with Rule 47.1(c-ftif)(ii), those OfBees accept the present notice as conclusive evidence that the Contracting State for which 
that Office acts as a designated Office does DOt require the fiirnishing, under Article 22, by ihe ^licanl of a copy of the iniemalional 
application. 

4. TIME LMfrS for entry into Ihe national phase 

For the designated Office(s) listed above, and unless a demand for inicmaiional preliminary cKarainasion has been filed before the 
expiration of 19 inontiis from the prioriry dale (see Article 39(1)), the applicable lime limit for entering the national phase will, subject to 
what is said in the ToUoTrii^ paragrapli, be 20 MONTHS &om ihc priority date. 

In practice, time iimitg other thasi the SO-nicintb time limit will continue to apply, for various periods of time, in respect of certain of the 
designated Offices listed above. For regular updates on the applicable time limits (20 or 21 months, or other time liniii). Office by 
Office, refer » the PCT Qaz^ne, the PC'f Newsletter and the PCT Applicant's Guide, Volume H, Nalional Chapters, all available fiom 
WffO's Internet site, aiht^Lffwww.wipo.ini/pci/enAndex.hBnL 

It is the applicant's sole KSpDlaeibSlty to monitor all these lime limits. 



The International Buicaa of WIPO 
34, eherain des Colombettes 
121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 
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Nora Lindner 
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PCT 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

(PCT Article 1 8 and Hules 43 and 44) 



Applicant's or dgenis nis refsrsnce 
IAM/P/2S554 .WO 



IniBmatlonal application No. 
PCT/(3B2004/0049S7 



Applicant 



FOR FURTHER 
ACTION 



see Form PCT/ISA/SJO 
as well as, where applicable, Item S bslow. 



irtiemational filing date (day^month/year) 
25/11/2004 



(Earlieet) Priority Dale (day/monih/year) 
27/11/2003 



MADISON FILTER 981 LIMITED 



This Intematloriai Search Report has been prepared by Biis International Searching Authority and Is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 1S. A copy is being uansmitted to the international Buieau. 



This International Search Report consists of a total of ^ 



sheets. 



W\ 't Is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report 



1 . Basis of the report 



a. With regard to the language, the intsmational search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless ofhenvise Indicated under this Item, 

rn The international search was can-|ed out on the basis of a translaHon Of the international application furnished to 

this Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

b. Q With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed In the International application, see Box No, I. 
r~| Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box 11). 

n Unity of Invention Is lacsldng (see Box III). 



4. With regard to the Bile, 

[x] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

Pl ihe text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



6. With regard Id the abstract, 

[x] ths text Is approved as submitted by the applicant 

[]J the text has tisen estabfished, according to Rule aB.2(b), by this Authority as It appears In Box No IV The applicant 
may, within one month from the date of mailing of this IntemaBonal search report, submit comments to this Authori^. 

6. With regard to the drawings, 

a. the (Igure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. _1 

[x] as suggested by the applicant 

Q as selected isy this Authority, because the applicant failed to eusgest a figure. 
Q as selected by this Authoilly, because this figure better charactsrlzes the Invantlon. 

b. none of the figures Is to be published with the abstract 
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IPC 7 B01D25/176 



International Application No 
PCT/GB2aO4/O04987 



According to Inlernalianal Patant Cla ssilieallon (I^C) or [ e 60[h naUcm^l dasslilsa lion and PC 
B. FIELDS SHAPCHED 



Minimum docunienlBtlDn swelled (da&^licalian eyetarti tellowea by classilicallon symbols] 

IPC 7 BOID 



PocumanlalioA searched oiher than minirnuin documeniafion Iq ihe extent lhai auen dDcuireniB are ineludaa iit Ui6 fields searehsd 



Eltctrunic data base conEulled during Itia InlBmatlonal ssarch (name ol dais bese and, whei? pradigal, search leims used) 

EPO-Internal , WPI Data 
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cnatlon Qf dooim^, witt^indicaiion, where appropriate, ai ihe relevant passages 


Relevant to dalm No. 


P,X 


WO 2004/030790 A (MICRONICS, INC) 
IS April 2004 (2004-04-15) 
abstract; figures 8-10 


1,4,5,8, 
15,21 


P,X 


WO 2004/000435 A (MADISON FILTER 981 
LIMITED; ROBERT, BELL) 
31 December 2003 (2003-12-31) 
abstract; figures 1,2,4 
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II, 15 
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EP 0 636 397 A (JUNKER-FILTER GMBH) 
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abstract; figures 2-4 
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filing date 

'L' documeni which may throw doubts on priority clalm(s) or 
which Is died to eeiabEsh the publcatlen date of another 
dlatlon or othier special reason (as specified) 

"0" documenl referring loan Oral aisclosure, use, exhibHIoror 
other means 

'P' dcicumenl published piiorto the International Rling date but 
later than the priority date ctalmed 



'T' later document published atler the Internatlorel filing date 
or prforlly dale and not In confilcl with the appliealion but 
cltea 10 unoeisland the principle or iheoiy underlying the 
Invention 

"X" document of particular relevance; the claimed Invention 
cannot be coneidsred novel or cannot be considered lo 
hvolve ah inventive step when llie document b kten alons 

"Y" documem of particular relsvance; the delmed iniranlian 
cannot ba considered lo involve an Inventive step whan the 
documsnl Is comtilned with one or mom other stich docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a peteon sKilied 
In the arL 

"4* document member of the same patent tamlly 
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Fax; (+31-70) 340-3016 
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see fonti PCTy1SA/e20 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

(PCT Rule 43^?/s.1) 



Applicants or agent's -file relerence 
see form PCT/iSAfi20 



international application No, 
PCT/GB200'M)04987 



Date of mailing 

(day/month^ear) seeferm PCX1SA210 (second sheet) 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 
See paragraph 2 below 



International -filing date (daytrmrrBn^Bar} 
25.11.2004 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classification and IPC3 
B01D25/176 



Priorfty date (dayAnonthfyear) 

27.11.2003 



Applicant 

MADISON FILTER 981 LIMITED 



1 . This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 



□ 
□ 

□ 



Box No. I 
Box No. II 
Box No. Ill 
Box No, IV 
Box No. V 

Box No- VI 
Box No. VII 

Box No. VIII 



Basis of tiie opinion 
Priority 

NonHsstablisliment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43fc/s.1 (a)(i) witli regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 

applicability; citations and ejtplanations supporting such statement 

Certain documenis cited 

Certain defects in the htamatlonal application 

Certain observations on the international application 



2, FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for internationai preliminary examination is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 
wnttenopinron of the International Preliminary Ex^iminlng Authority ("IPEA"), However, this does not apply where 
me applicant chooses an Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen iPEA has notifed the 
International Bureau under Rule eB.1«s(b) thatwrfttan opinions of this International Searrfiing Authority 
will not be so considered. 

lIlJl^itTth"!'!'.:? P'™''^^ sbove, considered to be s written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to 
subrnfttothe IPEA a written reply together, v^hers appropriate, with amendments, before thg expiration of three 
wSeUTexSirestatef ^"'"^ PCT/ISAezo or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, 

For further options, see Form PCT/1SAS20. 

3. For further details, see notes to Form PCT/iSAfi2o. 



Name and mailing address of the ISA;" 



European Patent Office 
D-8Q2B8 Munich 

Tel. +4S 89 2399 - 0 Tk: 523656 epmu d 
Fax: +j19 63 2399 - 4465 



Authorized OfHcer 



Sembritzki, T 

Telephone No. +49 SS 2399-5623 




Form (PCTflSAaa?) (Cover Sheet) (January 2004) 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHHRitv International application No. 



Box No. 1 Basis of the opinion 



1- With regard to the language, this ODinion has hpcn CQtahiith^^ ^ ^i. u " 

th. language in whiohkL f4 uKo'SS: -SS unHhlstm ^^P"^^'"" 

□ ™s opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from thPnrWn.F I, . 

language , which is the languaae of a tran^iat^^n li.ri^chi^ ^ ™ '^nguage into the following 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) fumishsd for the purposes of international search 

2. With regard to any nucleotide andbr amino acid seauence dlsrlr>QPri in th» f«t-=.r.o.>.. , . 
nscessao/ to the claimed invention, this opinion ffirSbHsK "^'^ 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table{s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/ftjrnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

4. Additional comments: 
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NO. 8956 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No 
PCT/GB2004A}04987 



or 



1. aatement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


2-6, 8-22 




No: 


Claims 


1,7 


inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


2-6,8-22 




No: 


Claims 


1,7 


Indiistriai applicability (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-22 




No; 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Box Mo. VI Certain documents cited 



1. Certain published documents (Rules 436/5.1 and 70.10) 
and /or 

2. Non-written disclosures (Rules 43f»s.1 and 70.9) 
see form 210 



_Box No. VII Certain defects m the international application 



The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE , ^ , 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHH^G 

AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) PCT/GB2Q04/0049R7 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : EP-A-0 636 397 (JUNKER-FILTER GMBH) 1 February 1 995 (1 995-02-01) 
D2; GB-A-1 075 736 (POLYSIUS S.A.R.L) 12 July 1967 (1967-07-12) 
D3: WO 2004/030790 A (MICRONICS, INC) IS April 2004 (2004-04-1 5) 
D4: WO 2004/000435 A (MADISON FILTER 981 LIMITED; ROBERT, BELL) 31 
December 2003 (2003-12-31) 



Item V: 



1. 



Novelty and Inventive step 



1 . 1 Present claim 1 is unclear in that the "pressure exerting means" are not sufficiently 
defined (Article 6 PCI). The term "means" only defines that at least something is 
present, which is able to provide a pressure, it is, however, not clear, whether 
these "means" represent a separate device, the form of the edge strip or the 
material thereof. 

D1 , which is considered to represent the closest prior art, discloses a filter cloth 
having an edge strip comprising an elongated body which fits into a corresponding 
groove in a filter plate (see 01 , abstract). 01 further discloses a resilient material 
and special outer forms of the elongated body, which are able to provide a 
pressure for fixing the elongated body within the groove, accordingly "means" for 
exerting pressure are foreseen. Since these "means" for exerting pressure are of 
the same material than the whole elongated body, the subject-matter of 
independent claim 1 and of dependent claim 7 is not novel (Article 6 PCT), 

1 .2 Since the common concept to combine an engagement of a complementary part 
with additional pressure is already known, the subject-matter of the dependent 
claims which are directly dependent on claim 1 are not so linked as to form an 
inventive concept (Rule 13.1 PCT), since they define different solutions for 
different problems. 

However, these solutions seem to be neither disclosed in nor suggested bv 
documents 01 and D2 
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2. Industrial application 

The industrial applicability is obvious. 

Item VI: ® 
Certain documents cited 

Documents D3 and D4 claim older priorities and will become relevant in the 
regional phase. 



Further deficiencies 

1 . The independent claims are not in the two-part form in accordance with Rule 
6.3(b) PCT, which in the present case would be appropriate, with those features 
known In combination from the prior art being placed in the preamble (Rule 
6.3(b)(1) PCT) and with the remaining features being included in the characterising 
part (Rule 6.3(b)(ii) PCT). 

2. The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 
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